~ rowly passed by a 3-2'vote. The amend-

iy

By KARIN WESTDYK
The ordinance . amendmg

to- accommodate ‘atshelter for: battered
and-homeless womien ‘and children nar

menf brought many citizéns to the Feb.'6
West Milford Township Council meét:”

"ing. Most supported changmg the zomng

requlrements :

“But not everyone was in support of &’
zotie -change,” The township® plarmmg
board, which reviewed the amendment

_at the ‘council’s request, unammously

decided the zone change was not appro--

' . priate. The board recommended the shel-

ter apply to the Board of Adjustinent f for,
a-use variaice rather than have a zone~

. 'wide use change.. ;- - v G

» Councilwoman Dawn Sharkey sald

) that itis likely other buildingsin the V/C:
- zone will be used for shelters, ‘Councils’

- mauErnestFredencks,whovotedagainst
" the amendment, argied the'change will.
- allow any ‘building in the V/C zone to be

used asa shelter, mcluding storefronts

R -a state statute which mahdates such she]-‘-' .
West' ’

_ _tersbé pefmitted in residential zonesand - -
“Milford’s village commercial (V/C) zone -

 that 80%-90%- of the EDthhip sizonihg

» Thosg spiaking in support of the 7one

- change iheluded house-mothers from the
shelter ahd -séveral ‘women who were

-helped through the orgariization’s efforts

_townsh s program

'.and a néarby pond AR
Plannihg Board: Chairwoman Mary
I—Iaa\scir atd ' shie ‘was, sitpportive of the
i permus the ‘shelter’s use, He added the'.
facility it the V/C zotie 15 ideally located -
for"the-shelter's purpbsé because of its
* dose: proximlty fo‘shopping;- emergencj B
: medmal ‘services; atid ‘police: §

'_"cbﬁcept'ahd has 4 good urderstanding of -
“the
“-that 1t ‘Was talking about a zoné change,
hotaparticular useand that the: appropri--
~ atd routte foi this project is to o throughi

. thé Board 'of Adjusimient aid apply for'a’
" use varlance: Shesaid the planning board .
- wWas'not opposed to the usé, buk opposed
- chatiglnig 'the" zone 0. allow ‘the” tse”
‘aswell as admihistratm‘s of the pi‘ogram. .
It iwas' pointéd out’ that theshelter'was .
important to West Milford since 75% of °
. those ‘receiving assistance are from the

probler :but: catitioned the' councll”

throtighout the zone. She said ‘approval -
of the cange s counter-producﬂve ’co the

: masler plan and thé zoning board. - :
. Shatkey said she feared that i the 1dea
_ ;went beyoncl the oouncil, "Itfmight get

| I

aft impottant factor.

i:

- other areas and that the"drgaiiizatiol'ids
’_-‘?'commltted to choparatiivg With thd town::
“ shipin meétmg all reg{ﬁa bt
latiohs. * '

L

* shialters fii the dpcounty arga rid sh‘essed Lo
the iripoftance of the locatlotiitd ther *
- commuiity méfnbers wh need the 1ié shdl¥:

- tet. She agsured. thie ‘colinkil -that pecplé!
will 1ot be imported to the bhelter froinl

‘Sharkey asked ‘Ranios’ What ’in ghf
happen 16 the project if the biganizatiofi

jsforced to go through the Bdard of Ad¢-

justmertt ‘Ramos éxplatned that the fund. -

- ing'conld bé jeopardized ahd that nme is
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